chaptee XVI
Adult Education
" An illiterate people cannot build the Communist State."—lenin.
on any and every occasion Lenin hammered this home. The
problem was appalling. A population of 160 millions, 68 per cent
of which was illiterate ! An unimaginable shortage of teachers,
schools, equipment, and textbooks ! Yet with an illiterate people
there could be no industrialisation of the country on any scale
comparable to its needs. The factory-worker must be able to
read instructions, blue prints, etc. There could be no improve-
ment in agriculture that would satisfy the country's needs until
the peasant learnt to read and write. As usual in the U.S.S.R.,
youth came to the country's aid.
Youth joined the campaign for the elimination of illiteracy.
Soon a society, known as the " Down with Illiteracy Society,5'
was formed to organise and plan the work. The first task was to
eliminate illiteracy, to teach reading and writing. Then was to
follow general adult education, Krupskaya, Lenin's widow,
practically gave herself up to adult education.
What were the methods used ? The schools were called in to
help. In nearly every school was organised a children's cell of
the Down with Illiteracy Society. The cell organised into brig-
ades all those children who were willing to help. Their first task
was to find out the number of illiterates in the district allotted
to the brigade. Armed with paper and pencil, they made a tour
of all the highways and byways, going down dark and forbidding
alleys, into evil-smelling apartments. Often in those days they
were met with curses; sometimes a jug of water was thrown at
them. Nothing daunted, they returned the next day. Finally the
lists were ready. Came the problem of a room for the lessons.
Sometimes it was possible to use a room in the school, sometimes

